Kala Exhibition
A Paper Trail of
Perception

by Sasha Vasilyu

otitled “Transparent Story,”
the new solo exhibition of
young, Japanese

artist Midori Harima

proposes a whole new
treatise on the modern
notion of| tion.
mnEhIfWE.RFﬁian—u n
mihilism and exiglen-
tialism, ilusion and
reality, this highly
philosaphical show is far
from transparent.

Held 2t the Kala Art Institule in
Wesl Begkeley, Midari's exhibition
containg two sculplures, a series of
drawings, and a central, mixed-
medin installation, which gives its
name to the entire show:

The installation is preceded by
e artist’s introductory text, which
invites us into the world of her sen-
sibillity Lhrough its descriptive,
hailou-like simplicity. “The rainfall
is reflected on the and mests
the soene on the side” wriles
Midori, provoking us 1o an image
of what we have not yet seen.

This is just the beginning of a
thought exercise, Midori warns us,
HNow, the words that we are hold-
ing will meet the visual image of "
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the installation ilzelf, [n a derkened
roam, there is 4 windaw, through
which we see transparent strips of
grass, thenala FEEr Imige of & lake,
surroundded by a further layer of

trecs —all black and white coptes of an
original image. In the midst of ts
artificially eonstructed landscape
stamds a sculpture of & fawn, made
from Xerox copy paper.

The screen behind us projects a
rainfall that is reflected in the window
and fills the gallery with a soothing,
monotonous sound of hesvy ruin, This
multi-layered construction places us in
its misdst, as we are also, quite deliber-
alely, reflected in the window. Thus,
we become an ._..__.nm_._.-.._ part of this
fragile artistic universe.

For Midori, the installanon repre-
sents the way human perception works
The window, which smulasecusly
separates and connects the inside space
with the outside, s similar to bow peo-
ple connect their inner selves with the
autinde workd.

Midor believes that when peresiv-
g an objecl, we imposs upon il our
preconceived notions, “There is so
much information out there that we
experience things before we actually
experience them with our eves” says
the artist.

This is why the lundseape [ the
installation, though it appears real, is
actually & collage made up of different
imaged. Midori wanis W create s
scene thal evervone already knows,” a

common landscape, not specific Lo any

real site. The luek of authenticity in
the landscane i further underlined by
1t transparcnt siructure,

Wihile 11 seems clear why the instal-
lapon 15 called ransparent, what is it
that makes it mbo 2 “Transparent
Story™ "I am interesled in how people
create a siory, explaing Midori, *[ also
feel like | live accordiag Lo a story
somebody bas created for me”

The artist believes that the young
generation shares this sensibility "as if
they alresdy know their life and furrs
before Uhey start it” The "story™ of
these young people is structured by the
modern sociely that bombards them
with information, markeung certain
values and predetermining their
lifestyles,

Midor's dewwings further explore
the notion of modern perceplion, por-
traving faseless figures, which are cap-
tured in different activities and poses.
She sketches only their oullines ta
present a bare minimum, by which the
shapes can e recognized as men,
wamen, or children, [n this way she
maneges 1o capiure the easence of our
pereeption, through which we only
recognize the putlines of people and
the surface of ohjecls, never seeing or
understanding their true nature

Al thve “Tramsparcat Stery” exhibi-
e, Midori Harima wees her mised-
media installabion, sculpiures, and
drawings to reflect on the modern
*information -inlsnsive society”. While
the spead of inforination surpasses our
abality Lo comprebend the workd, we are
lefl 0 conterplate it ephemera] nature
from Use dark roem of our inner selves

MIDOR HARIMA'S sciulpture “Story
Spoken By Dutilos” is cratted trem
paper and detalied to a minimum,

“Transparend Bory” nans wunddl New. 27 af the
Knla Art Insiibule, MOS0 Heons Ao, Wt
Berkaley, Admmsisrion  free. For more informa-
Foon, sall 30402977 or vl wureboaln oy
Play rock, paper, selssors with Sasha
af arts(m dailyeal org,




